

Unit #4  How Cities Govern– Students will understand that rules, citizens and cultures build our community and government. 

Standard 1.0 Political Science
Standard 2.0 Peoples of the Nations and World












	Knowledge and Skills
	TIME FRAME:  15 days
	Prior Knowledge

· elements of culture
· cultural diffusion

· conflict and compromise

	
	MSC Indicators:  
3.1.A.1
Explain the role of individuals and groups in creating rules and laws to maintain order, protect citizens, and provide services

3.1.A.2
Explain how certain practices are connected with the democratic principles (skills, attitudes, and dispositions) of being a citizen

3.1.B.1
Explain how people and events have contributed to the American political system

3.1.B.2
Analyze the role of individual and group participation in creating a supportive community

3.1.C.1
Explain the rights and responsibilities of being a member of the school and the community

3.2.B.1
Identify and describe how individuals and groups share and borrow from other cultures

3.2.C.1
Analyze how groups of people interact



	
	MSC Objectives:

3.1.A.1.a
Identify local government leaders, such as the mayor, county council members or commissioners, and county executive and explain their role in protecting citizens and maintaining order

3.1.A.1.b
Explain the consequences of violating rules and laws

3.1.A.1.c
Describe the selection process and duties of local officials who make, apply, and enforce laws through government

3.1.A.2.a
Identify and explain democratic principles, such as individual rights and responsibilities, patriotism, common good, justice and equality

3.1.A.2.b
Describe practices such as voting, following rules, volunteering, and recognizing national holidays associated with democratic principles

3.1.B.1.a
Describe the contributions of local government leaders such as county executives, county council, mayor and city council

3.1.B.1.b
Describe the contributions of people who contributed to the common good of society

3.1.B.2.a
Explain the decision making process used to accomplish a community goal or solve a community problem

3.1.B.2.b
Explain the roles and responsibilities of effective citizens in a political process

3.1.B.2.c
Describe the actions of people who have made a positive difference in their community, such as community and civic leaders, and organizations
3.1.C.1.a
Describe the responsibilities of being an effective citizen, such as cleaning up your neighborhood, being informed, obeying rules and laws, participating in class decisions, and volunteering

3.2.B.1.a
Use non-fiction texts to identify and discuss examples of how communities borrow and share from other cultures

3.2.C.1.a
Identify and demonstrate appropriate social skills necessary for working in a cooperative group such as using concern, compassion, and respect among group members

3.2.C.1.b
Explain how different points of view in school and community situations may result in compromise or conflict



	
	Government CLG/Assessment Limits

Goal 1:  Political Systems
The student will demonstrate an understanding of the historical development and current status of principles, institutions, and processes of political systems.

	
	VOCABULARY
Rules
Voting

Laws
Community
Orderliness
Government
Fairness

Citizen
Democracy
Culture 
Vocabulary Activities


	ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1. What symbols are associated with the democratic principles and values of the United States Government?

2. What people and/or past events have contributed to the American political system?

3. How does government protect individuals and groups?

4. How can different points of view affect the way that groups of people interact?

5. What is the definition of civic life?

6. What is the definition of government?
7. What is the role of individuals and groups in creating rules and laws?
8. How do rules and laws serve to maintain order, protect citizens, and provide services?
9. Who are key individuals within the Baltimore political system?
10. Why must all citizens follow rules and laws even when those rules and laws conflict with their individual wants?
11. What are the rights and responsibilities associated with being a good citizen?
12. What are some of the individual contributions of people serving the common good of society?
13. What is the decision making process used in accomplishing a community goal and/or solving a community problem?
14. How have the actions of community and civic leaders made a positive difference in their communities?

SKILLS AND PROCESS

· Key Terms – rules, voting, laws, community, orderliness, government, fairness, citizen, democracy, culture
· What makes a safe and orderly environment
· The components of a good citizen and/or community member
· The meaning of culture, traditions, and customs
· The meaning of democracy

· The meaning of American symbols
· Basic economic and production concepts


	Suggested Learning Plan
	Learning Activities and Strategies

	
	VSC Objective:


	Activity
	Description
	Materials/Resources

	
	3.1.A.2.a Identify and explain democratic principles, such as individual rights and responsibilities, patriotism, common good, justice and equality 
3.1.A.2.b Describe practices such as voting, following rules, volunteering, and recognizing national holidays associated with democratic principles 

3.1.B.1.b Describe contributions of people who contributed to the common good of society 

3.2.B.1.a Use non-fiction texts to identify and discuss examples of how communities borrow and share from other cultures 

3.2.C.1.a Identify and demonstrate appropriate social skills necessary for working in a cooperative group such as using concern, compassion, and respect among group members 

3.2.C.1.b Explain how different points of view in school and community situations may result in compromise and conflict 
	U.S. Governments Reflect Democratic Beliefs

(5 days total)
	Exploring American Symbols of Democracy- Introduce several well-known American Symbols to the students, such as the American Flag, the bald eagle, the Statue of Liberty, the White House, and the Fourth of July by sharing photos of each symbol and the history associated with each. Allow students the opportunity to ask questions as well as share their previous knowledge about those symbols presented or any others they are familiar with. 
Place students into 3-4 small cooperative groups and have each group select one American symbol to research further using Appendix 1 – Symbols of America. Each group should also be given a piece of poster board or tag board to create an illustration of their symbol. Allow each group the opportunity to share their research and illustration. 

Differentiated Instruction -

Have a select group of students work individually to research an American symbol or teacher may work with a small group of students to guide them through using an encyclopedia to research an American symbol.
What is Democracy?

Lead students in a discussion about democracy by defining the term, as well as the terms, government and civic life, and sharing examples of democratic practices in our government, neighborhoods, schools, and homes, such as democratic elections of governmental leaders; the goals and purpose of community associations; student council elections in schools; and the sharing of household chores among family members. Have students share their previous knowledge about each of these experiences and provide more examples of democratic practices.

Have students develop a democracy within the classroom by having elections for classroom officers and/or developing classroom jobs.

Differentiated Instruction -

Have a select group of students contribute to the democratic practices of the school by writing letters to the principal to persuade him/her to allow students to create a student government, or any other student-led organization.

The History of the American Political System

Share photos of historical American political leaders, such as George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Adam Clayton Powell, John F. Kennedy, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Shirley Chisholm, as well as how their accomplishments have helped to shape the polity of the United States of America. Allow students the opportunity to ask questions and share their previous knowledge, as well as discuss other leaders whom they are familiar with.

Have students each select a historical figure from American politics and research their contributions using Appendix 2 – America’s Political Leaders of the Past. Have students used their research to re-enact an important event involving or speech given by their past leader.

Differentiated Instruction -

Have a select group of students (whom are interested) dress in period clothing associated with their past leader during their re-enactment.


	Our Communities, pgs 230-237 (provides information on the U.S. government)

Photos of American Symbols

(teacher supplies)

Photos of Historical American Political Leaders (teacher supplies)

Classroom Set of Dictionaries

(teacher/school supplies for student use)

Current Local and National Newspapers

(teacher or students supply copies for student use)

Bill of Rights


(Unites Streaming)

TLC Elementary School: Understanding Government (United Streaming)

Presidents' Day: Washington and Lincoln
(United Streaming)

Appendix 1: “Symbols of America” Graphic Organizer (researching American Symbols of Democracy)
TLC Elementary School: Understanding Good Citizenship
(United Streaming)
BrainPop Jr- Government (videos)

Appendix 2: “America’s Political Leaders of the Past” Graphic Organizer (researching historical American political leaders)

Chart Paper
Crayons 
Markers
Poster Board
Tag Board
Websites:

American Symbols
(Information of American Symbols)

American Symbols
(Lesson Plan on American Symbols)

Democratic Principles
(Lesson Plan on Democratic Principles)

U.S. Government
(Information on the U.S. Government)

Foundations of American Government
Civic Education
(Information from the Center for Civic Education)

www.mhschool.com
(adopted text publisher information)

	
	3.1.A.1.a Identify local government leaders, such as the mayor, county council members or commissioners, and county executive and explain their role in protecting citizens and maintaining order 
3.1.A.1.c Describe the selection process and duties of local officials who make, apply, and enforce laws through government 
 
	Baltimore’s Government

(3 Days total)
	How are Laws Created?

Briefly share with students background information on the 3 Branches of the U.S. Government—Legislative (Congress-Senate and House of Representatives), Executive (President and Vice President), and Judicial (Supreme Court). Define the term law and explain to students that the Legislative Branch makes national laws (local laws are created by individual states and municipalities) by voting on bills that must be passed by both the House of Representative and the Senate. Allow students the opportunity to ask questions and share any national and local laws, including school rules (explain their similarity to laws) they are familiar with.

Lead them in a discussion about the importance of laws, by having several students share their feeling on what they think might happen if our country, cities, schools did not have laws.

Place students in 3 cooperative groups (concerned classmates, members of the Class House of Representatives, members of the Class Senate). Have the concerned citizens develop 5 bills, which they fill would be important to the well-being of the classroom, such as raising one’s hand to speak or remaining silent during teacher instructions-inform this group that they should be prepared to express to the members of the Class House of Representative and Class Senate (Class Congress) why their bills are important. Have the members of the Class Congress  vote on each bill and share why certain bills were passed or not passed.

Differentiated Instruction -

Have a select group of students write a 3-5 paragraph on why their classroom bill should be made into a class law.

Who’s Who in the Baltimore Government

Have students use the internet, current local newspapers and 3 copies of Appendix 3 – Who’s Who in the Baltimore Government to research key individuals within the Baltimore Government, such as the mayor city council members, and/or school board members. Have each student research and share information about three different members of the Baltimore political system.

Differentiated Instruction -

Have a select group of students write a 1-2 page report on one of the members of the Baltimore political system.

.

	 Our Communities, pgs 220-227 (provides information on local government)

Examples of Bills that were passed into laws by Congress (teacher supplies)

Access to the Internet

Classroom Set of Dictionaries

(teacher/school supplies for student use)

Current Local and National Newspapers

(teacher or students supply copies for student use)

Appendix 3: “Who’s Who in the Baltimore Government” Graphic Organizer (researching key individuals in the Baltimore government-3 copies for each student)

Chart Paper
Crayons 
Markers
America at Its Best: We All Contribute and Make a Difference (United Streaming)
Websites:

Laws
(Lesson Plan on Laws)

Understanding Rules and Laws
(Lesson Plan on Rules and Laws)

City of Baltimore
 (Official Baltimore City Website)

Baltimore Information from BCPSS
(information on Baltimore from BCPSS Website

State Government
(United Streaming)

www.mhschool.com
(adopted text publisher information)


	
	3.1.A.1.b Explain the consequences of violating rules and laws 
3.1.C.1.a Describe the responsibilities of being an effective citizen, such as cleaning up your neighborhood, being informed, obeying rules and laws, participating in class decisions, and volunteering
	Citizens have Responsibilities

(3 Days total)
	What Kind of Citizen am I?

Define the term citizenship for the students and lead them in a discussion about what makes one a good or a not-so-good citizen. Have students share times when they may have displayed characteristics of each type of citizen during situations at school, home, and within their neighborhoods. 

Have students create posters displaying examples of good citizenship and not-so-good citizenship in a school, home, or community setting. Also have students write a corresponding paragraph for each example explaining the acts of citizenship that depicted, as well as why these acts are good or not-so-good.

Differentiated Instruction -

Have a select group of students create posters for school, home, and community settings.

Class Citizenship Tree

(Click the link in the Resources Column to Appendix 4 – Lesson Plan on Citizenship)
Contributions to Our Way of Life, Our Society

Have each student research (using the internet, newspapers, and/or encyclopedias) the lives and contributions of prominent members of our society, both past and present, and select one to study in further detail. These prominent members might be from government, activists, the arts, or the business industry, for instance Bill Clinton (past president), Rosa Parks (civil rights activist), Elizabeth Taylor (actress and AIDS activist), Bill Gates (computer and technology mogul).

Have students use Appendix 5 – Researching Our Society to gather information about the lives and contributions of their selected individual and write a 2-3 page report on their findings. Allow students and opportunity to share their reports.

Differentiated Instruction -

Have a select group of students interview local members of society whom have made significant contributions.

Exploring Community Activism

Invite members of several Community Organizations, such as local neighborhood associations, school PTA (Parent Teacher Association), SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals), etc. to come in and speak to the class about their organization and why it does for the community. Have students develop a set of questions to ask the members of each group during the visits.

Differentiated Instruction -

Plan a field trip for students to visit each organization to volunteer and see their work “hands-on.”


	Our Communities, pgs 250-255 (provides information on citizenship)

Our Communities, pgs 262-267 (provides information on citizenship)

Classroom Set of Dictionaries

(teacher/school supplies for student use)

Current Local and National Newspapers

Chart Paper
Crayons 
Markers
Poster Board
Tag Board
TLC Elementary School: Understanding Good Citizenship  (United Streaming)
America at Its Best: What It Means to Be an American Citizen (United Streaming)

Websites:

Laws
(Lesson Plan on Laws)

Understanding Rules and Laws
(Lesson Plan on Rules and Laws

Appendix 4: Class Citizenship Tree
(Lesson Plan on Citizenship)

Citizenship
(Information on Citizenship)

www.mhschool.com
(adopted text publisher information)

	
	3.1.B.1.a Describe the contributions of local government leaders such as county executives, county council, mayor and city council 
3.1.B.2.a Explain the decision making process used to accomplish a community goal or solve a community problem 

3.1.B.2.b Explain the roles and responsibilities of effective citizens in a political process 

3.1.B.2.c  Describe the actions of people who have made a positive difference in their community, such as community and civic leaders, and organizations 


	Citizens Participate in Government 

(4 Days)
	Contributions to Our Way of Life, Our Society

Have each student research (using the internet, newspapers, and/or encyclopedias) the lives and contributions of prominent members of our society, both past and present, and select one to study in further detail. These prominent members might be from government, activists, the arts, or the business industry, for instance Bill Clinton (past president), Rosa Parks (civil rights activist), Elizabeth Taylor (actress and AIDS activist), Bill Gates (computer and technology mogul).

Have students use Appendix 5 – Researching Our Society to gather information about the lives and contributions of their selected individual and write a 2-3 page report on their findings. Allow students and opportunity to share their reports.

Differentiated Instruction -Have a select group of students interview local members of society whom have made significant contributions.
Exploring Community Activism

Invite members of several Community Organizations, such as local neighborhood associations, school PTA (Parent Teacher Association), SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals), etc. to come in and speak to the class about their organization and why it does for the community. Have students develop a set of questions to ask the members of each group during the visits.

Differentiated Instruction - Plan a field trip for students to visit each organization to volunteer and see their work “hands-on.”

	Our Communities, pgs 250-255 (provides information on citizenship)

Our Communities, pgs 262-267 (provides information on citizenship)

Access to the Internet

Classroom Set of Dictionaries

(teacher/school supplies for student use)

Current Local and National Newspapers

(teacher or students supply  for student use)

Appendix 5: “Researching Our Society” Graphic Organizer (researching the lives and contributions of prominent members of our society)

Chart Paper
Crayons 
Markers
Loose-leaf Paper 

TLC Elementary School: Understanding Good Citizenship  (United Streaming)
America at Its Best: What It Means to Be an American Citizen (United Streaming)

Websites:

Great Leaders of the 20th Century
(Information of Great Leaders of the 20th Century)

Community Leaders
(2nd Grade Lesson Plan on Community Leaders)

Community
(Information on Communities)

School and Community Safety
(School and Community Safety Programs)

www.mhschool.com
(adopted text publisher information)

United Streaming Videos:

How Communities Are Alike and Different
How Communities Grow and Change


	Materials/Resources

	General Resources

Dinah Zike’s Foldables for Grades 1-6, 3-D/Interactive Graphic Organizers (from BCPSS adopted text for Social Studies)

*  Craft Materials (Teacher Supplies)
Unlined Paper

Chart Paper

Crayons

Markers
Poster Board


	United Streaming Videos:

Bill of Rights



 HYPERLINK "http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=585D7E15-ACF3-44EF-91AD-43FBC4B1B9E5&blnFromSearch=1&productcode=US" 

TLC Elementary School: Understanding Government
 
Presidents' Day: Washington and Lincoln
America at Its Best: We All Contribute and Make a Difference
TLC Elementary School: Understanding Good Citizenship  
America at Its Best: What It Means to Be an American Citizen
How Communities Are Alike and Different
How Communities Grow and Change


	Websites:

Patriotic Symbols  (power points, clip art, games)
U.S. Patriotism (worksheets, etc)
Ben's Guide to the Government- Ben is Benjamin Franklin. Visit this site to learn how our government makes laws.
American Symbols Game
http://www.essortment.com/people.html (Information about  a variety of cultures)
http://www.lkwdpl.org/schools/elempath/ landmarks/ (United States Symbols, monuments, and landmarks)
http://www.essortment.com/people.html (Information about  a variety of cultures)
www.mhschool.com (BCPSS adopted text for Social Studies publisher information)
Open Court Readin, SRA/McGraw-Hill.  Unit 6-“Our Country and Its People”

3 Branches of Government (Lesson and games)

BrainPop Videos

· Presidential Election
· Voting
· School
· Government
Related Library Books Related:
· Community helpers from A to Z by Kalman, Bobbie

· Available at school libraries (American symbols)

· The American Eagle (Sorensen) 
· The Flag We Love (Ryan) 

· Red, White, and Blue (Herman) 

· The Statue of Liberty (Penner) 

· The Liberty Bell (Sakurai) 

· The White House (Sorensen) 

· 

	


	DIFFERENTIATION

	Accommodations                                                                                                   

	G.A.T.E./Enrichment
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